LOCAL AND HISTORICAL

still be found in the work of two of them who never thought
of themselves as belonging to the fashion or even as writing
short stories. Finley Peter Dunne created a true folk-philoso-
pher in his Martin Dooley, a Chicago saloon-keeper who
enlivened the current world by his comments on it in Mr.
Dooley in Peace and in War (1898) and Mr. Dooley in the
Hearts of his Countrymen (1899) an^ ^ater collections.
George Ade with his Fables in Slang (1900) and More Fables
(1900), and further volumes, packed the folk-wisdom of the
entire Middle West, and its familiar ways of life, into his
shrewd little narratives.

2-Romantic History

Historical romance flared up about the time of the war
with Spain, and produced a score of immensely popular novels.
The fashion for history was not exactly new in 1898. It went
back a dozen years or more, when it had taken form and doc-
trine partly from Stevenson's eager preference for Scott and
Dumas as against contemporary realists. Within two or three
years after Stevenson's Kidnapped (1886) and Rider Hag-
gard's She (1887), history in the American novel assumed
an importance it had not had since Cooper and Hawthorne.
Arthur Sherburne Hardy in 1889 published Passe Rose, a
dainty romance of the time of Charlemagne, and Harold
Frederic, the next year, In the Valley, a substantial, unaffected
narrative of life along the Mohawk at the time of the French
and Indian War. The material touched upon by Frederic had
already been discovered by Mary Hartwell Catherwood. She
probably thought of Stevenson but certainly thought of
Francis Parkman, who wrote an introduction to The Romance
of Dollard (1889) vouching for its historicity. She had dis-
covered a new romantic treasure; the lank heroes of Pike
County now gave way before the charm of an older world